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given in the said Declaration. The Convention Parliament enacted
the Declaration of Rights as the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights
clearlv repudiated the illegal claims and actions of James II and set
forth 'the conditions according to which England was to be governed
h> William and Man and other future sovereigns.

Important Provisions.   The Bill of Rights provided that:
</) The suspending and dispensing power of kings is illegal.

(77) The Prerogative Courts to dispense justice like the Ecclesias-
tical Commission Court etc., are illegal. '

(HI) The king cannot raise or keep a standing army in time of
peace without the consent of Parliament.

(iV) The king cannot levy taxes and raise money in other ways
without the consent of Parliament.

(v) Parliament should be freely elected and the king should not
interfere in the elections. It should frequently meet to consider grie-
vances of people and for purposes of legislation. The members should
enjoy perfect freedom of speech and debate.

(vi > The subjects have a right to petition the king.

(v//) Excessive fines and cruel punishments should not be inflic-
ted nor heavy bails demanded.

(v///) Jurymen must be honestly chosen, and in trials for high
treason must be free-holders.

(ix) The Protestants may keep arms for purposes of self-defence
consistent with their place and position in life and as permitted under
the law of the country.

U) The crown is jointly offered to William and Mary as King
and Queen and the succession to the throne is settled upon their
children, and, failing them, upon Mary's Protestant sister Anne and
her children. Failing the above, the crown shall pass to the child-
ren of William by any other wife.

(xi) No Roman Catholic King or Queen or a person marrying
a Roman Catholic shall in future possess or inherit the crown.

Constitutional Significance of the Bill of Rights, The Bill of
Rights is very significant from political and constitutional points of
view and it embodies the results of the Glorious Revolution. It com-
pleted the work begun by the Magna Carta and forms the Third
Great charter of liberties of the English people. (Magna Carta
being the first and Petition of Rights the second corner-stone of Eng-
lish liberties which set limits to the powers of the crown).

(i) It Established Supremacy of Parliament. The Bill of Rights
permanently solved the questions that were responsible for the pro-
longed conflict between the king and the Parliament during the Stu-
art period. It definitely established sovereignty of Parliament and
reduced the powers of the crown. The Convention Parliament depos-
ed and expelled James II from the throne and put William and Mary